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Go said. One informant said that it had been so dictated, but if
so, I think it was probably done by some subordinate official and
without the knowledge of the Minister, who, I am convinced, knew
nothing about it.

Perhaps I may have over-emphasized the effect of the editorial on
the American public, but my guess is that it made the front pages
of the papers at home, as the radio commentators talked a good deal
about it.

While on the subject of publicity I find pertinent and very in-
teresting the same situation obtaining when James Gallatin (whose
fascinating diary I am reading for the second time) was doing his
best to bring England and the United States to peace prior to the
Treaty of Ghent. He writes from London under date of April 21,
1814, to William H. Crawford, Secretary of War :

They [the English people] eagerly wish " the punishment of
America." They do not even suspect that we had any just cause
for war, and ascribe it solely to a premeditated concert with
Bonaparte at a time when we thought him triumphant and
their cause desperate. That such opinions should be almost uni-
versally entertained here by the great body of the people is not
at all astonishing. To produce such an effect, and thereby render
the American war popular, the Ministerial powers have had
nothing more to do than to transcribe American Federal
speeches and newspapers. If Pickering, Quincy, Strong, Hanson,
&c. have not brought a majority of the American people to their
side they have at least fully succeeded here, and had no difficulty
in convincing all that part of the English community which dervies
its information from political journals that we had no cause
of complaint [in the War of 1812] and acted only as allies of
Bonaparte.

If we substitute for Pickering, Quincy, Strong, Hanson, et cetera,
the names of some of our isolationists, the analogy is clear, for it is the
speeches of those gentlemen that are splashed across the front pages
of the Japanese press, and the Japanese people naturally assume that
they represent the great majority of American public sentiment.

The President said to-day that the Government of the United
States is giving consideration to the question of withdrawal of the
American marine detachments now maintained ashore in China at
Peiping, Tientsin, and Shanghai.
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With reference to a possible Japanese attack on the Soviet Far
East, although its true programme in this respect is obviously not
known, it can only be said that since the formation of the Tojo